
Elder Vernon Johnson 

Numbers 

Twenty 

  
 

Serving the Lord is better than serving men  

            Judg. 4:3 "And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had nine 

hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of 

Israel." 

            The reason for the children of Israel's oppression is given to us in the 

following verses: Judg. 4:1 "And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of 

the LORD, when Ehud was dead. 2 And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin 

king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was Sisera, which 

dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles." 

            The Lord told us that we could not serve two masters: Mat. 6:24 "No man can 

serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 

hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon."  It is evil 

for children of God to choose to serve mammon rather than to serve God.  If we 

choose the service of mammon, then we can expect the fruit of our labors, the 

oppression of men and the chastisement of the Lord: 

                        1.  Gal. 6:7, 8 "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 

man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 

reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 

everlasting." 

                        2.  1 Cor. 5:3-5 "For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, 

have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this 

deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my 

spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for 

the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." 

                        3.  Heb. 6:4-11 "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against 

sin.  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, 

My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 

of him:  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 



receiveth.  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is 

he whom the father chasteneth not?  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 

partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.  Furthermore we have had fathers of our 

flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in 

subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?  For they verily for a few days 

chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers 

of his holiness.  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 

grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 

them which are exercised thereby." 

            How much better it is to serve the Lord than to serve mammon.  

 

 


