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Twelve and Seventy 

  
 

Twelve Lions  

            1 Kings 10:18 "Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it 

with the best gold. 19 The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round 

behind: and there were stays on either side on the place of the seat, and two lions 

stood beside the stays. 20 And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the 

other upon the six steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom." 

            The lion is frequently used in the scriptures as a symbol of kings and 

kingdoms: 

                        1.  Jer. 2:14 "Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he 

spoiled? 15 The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land 

waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant." 

                        2.  Jer. 4:7 "The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of 

the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; 

and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant." 

                        3.  Jer 49:19 "Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of 

Jordan against the habitation of the strong: but I will suddenly make him run away 

from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may appoint over her? for who is like me? 

and who will appoint me the time? and who is that shepherd that will stand before 

me?" 

                        4.  Jer 50:17 "Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him 

away: first the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king 

of Babylon hath broken his bones." 

                        5.  Jer 50:44 "Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of 

Jordan unto the habitation of the strong: but I will make them suddenly run away from 

her: and who is a chosen man, that I may appoint over her? for who is like me? and 

who will appoint me the time? and who is that shepherd that will stand before me?" 



                        6.  Ezek 19:2 "And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down 

among lions, she nourished her whelps among young lions. 3 And she brought up one 

of her whelps: it became a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured 

men… 

5 Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took 

another of her whelps, and made him a young lion. 6 And he went up and down 

among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured 

men." 

                        7.  Ezek 32:2 "Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of 

Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a 

whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with 

thy feet, and fouledst their rivers." 

            Since the lion is often used to represent kings, the two lions by the throne and 

the twelve lions upon the steps would also be representative of lions.  According to 

Rev. 1:5, 6 the elect are made by God to be kings and priests to God: "5 And from 

Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the 

prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 

in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 

him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."  

            The two lions standing by the throne are similar to the two faithful witnesses 

that stand by the Lord of all the earth: Rev. 11:3 "And I will give power unto my two 

witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 

clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing 

before the God of the earth. 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of 

their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in 

this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days 

of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the 

earth with all plagues, as often as they will."  These two witnesses answer in type to 

Moses and Elijah, the representatives of the law and the prophets.  

            The twelve lions on the steps leading up to the throne have two possible 

antitypes: 

                        1.  The elect of God who have been made kings and priests unto 

God.  Since the number twelve is a representative number representing the whole it 

could represent the fact that we (the elect) live and reign with Christ here in this time 

world. 



                        2.  The twelve apostles who the Lord said in Matthew 19:28, "Verily I 

say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of 

man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 

the twelve tribes of Israel."  God has given great judgment through the work of the 

apostles to all the elect.  

 

 

  

 

 


