
Elder Vernon Johnson 

Numbers 

Three 

Godhead (Part II) 

There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 

Ghost, and these three are one. This passage from I John 5:7 declares unto us the 

three and one Godhead. While there are many things about the Godhead I do not 

understand, the pattern of the Godhead is set forth for us throughout the scriptures, 

especially in the types and shadows of the old testament. 

First, the scriptures as a whole consist of sixty six books. The scriptures are 

divided into the law, the prophets, and the letters. The first 22 books consists of the 

law and the workings of the law. The next 22 books consists of the prophets and 

fulfillment of the prophets. The last 22 books contain the letters of the apostles. 

When God declared he would destroy the earth with a flood, he had Noah build an 

ark that consisted of lower, second, and third stories. Thus it was one ark with 

three stories. When God brought the flood waters upon the earth, He opened the 

windows of heaven, broke up the fountains of the great deep, and caused it to rain 

for 40 days and nights. Thus the flood waters were from three sources. When Noah 

sought to find out if the flood waters were abated, he sent forth a dove three times. 

In type the dove was a figure of the church. She bore three messages. The first 

message was that she found no rest for the soles of her feet. There was no rest 

under the old law covenant. Next, she bore the message of peace with an olive leaf 

plucked off. Thus under the new covenant of worship the gospel is the gospel of 

peace for God’s sin-weary people. Third, the dove left the ark and returned not 

again. In the morning of the resurrection God’s covenant people are leaving this 

earth to never return again. When man came off the ark, God replenished the earth 

with the three sons of Noah; Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Next, God made a covenant with Abraham and confirmed it with Isaac, and Jacob. 

In this covenant God promised to multiply their seed as three innumerable things: 

dust of the earth, sand of the sea shore; and stars of heaven. In Gal. 3:16 the seed of 

Abraham is declared to us to be Christ. The multiplied seed is the elect which Rev. 

chapter 7 declares to be a great multitude which no man can number of every 

nation, kindred, people, and tongue. 



When Moses and children of Israel crossed the Red Sea they journeyed three days 

and came to the waters of Marah and they were bitter. God showed Moses a tree 

which when he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. 

The tabernacle the children of Israel built by God’s pattern consisted of three parts: 

the outer court, the holy place, and the most holy place. Similarly the temple 

consisted of three major parts. 

We are all familiar with Jonah being swallowed by a great fish and how that he 

was three days and nights in the great deep until God caused the whale to vomit 

him up on dry ground. The Lord gave as a sign of his resurrection that as Jonah 

was three days and three nights in the whales belly, then the Son of man would be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

Furthermore, the Lord gave the children of Israel three feasts in which the males 

were to gather and appear in the place which he would establish. These three feasts 

were: the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of tabernacles, and the feast of 

weeks. 

When God delivered the children of Israel from the great host in the days of 

Gideon he chose out three hundred men and set them in three companies and by 

these he set up the destruction of that great host of enemies that were gathered 

against Israel. 

When David numbered the children of Israel and displeased God, God gave David 

three choices: three years of famine; three months to be destroyed before their 

enemies; three days the sword of the Lord, even the pestilence in the land, and the 

angel of the Lord destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. There were three 

choices and three was associated with each choice. The fact is this was God’s 

judgment and the Godhead was being manifest in this judgment. 

In our next essay we will look at the pattern of threes surrounding the death and 

resurrection of Christ. 

 


