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Four (Part XII1) Gifts of the Gospel Ministry

Eph. 4:8 "Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also
descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also
that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ.” In the above scripture we see the four gifts of the gospel
ministry.

These four gifts are:

1. Apostles

2. Prophets

3. Evangelists

4. Pastors and Teachers.

It is the Lord who gave these gifts and it is the work of the Holy Spirit to call men to
the work of those gifts.

There are similarities and differences in all four of these gifts.

The similarities in these four gifts include the fact that they are all called of God and
send of God and preach the same gospel in power and demonstration of Spirit and all
are laboring in the Kingdom of God and are working to the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry and for the edifying of the body of Christ. They all are
attempting to feed God's people with the spiritual food of God's word. There truly are
more similarities than differences between the four gifts.



The main difference between the four gifts of the gospel ministry is the extent of their
work. First the apostles had to be eye witnesses of the resurrected Christ. They were
given authority that the other gifts weren't given in the establishment of church
government and ordinances that were given them from the Lord. They like the
apostles had a direct revelation of God's word to deliver unto the people. There were
also signs which were associated with the apostles that the other gifts of the gospel
ministry did not have. They, like the prophets, and the evangelists went forth to
various locations doing the work of evangelists in carrying forth the gospel.

The prophets did not have to be eye witnesses of the resurrected Christ, but they were
given a revelation from God of His word to deliver to the people. They like, the
evangelists went forth to various locations doing the work of evangelists in carrying
forth the gospel.

The evangelists did not have to be eye witnesses of the resurrected Christ, nor were
they given a revelation of God word to deliver to the people. They did go forth to
various locations doing the work of the evangelists in carrying forth the gospel.

The pastors and teachers did most of the work in the church of which they were made
overseers by the Holy Spirit. Their work is primarily in that location until or if the
Holy Spirit directs them to another location. They have the responsibility in that
location to teach and preach to God's people to edify and build them up in the most
holy faith that was once delivered to the saints. In this location, they also do the work
of the evangelists, but don't generally go to various locations as the evangelists,
prophets, and apostles did.

When the cannon of scripture was completed, then there ceased to be the need for
apostles and prophets and thus today we have the two gifts that remain of evangelist
and pastor and teacher.



