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White — The Righteousness of the Saints

Righteousness by its very definition implies perfection. It will not admit to a
single sin. It only takes one sin to make someone unrighteous before God. The
question before us is how can anyone other than Christ be righteous, if one sin makes
us unrighteous? The answer is imputed righteousness. We have no righteousness of
our own, but we are clothed with the imputed righteousness of Christ.

That God's elect people are considered righteous before God is set forth for us in the
following scriptures:

1. Mat. 13:17 "For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which ye hear, and have not heard them."

2. Mat. 13:43 "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear."

3. Mat. 23:29 "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the
tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous,"

4. Mat. 23:35 "That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom
ye slew between the temple and the altar."

5. Mat. 25:37 "Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee
an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?"

6. Mat. 25:46 "And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous
into life eternal.”

7. Luke 1:6 "And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless."

8. Heb. 11:4 "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it
he being dead yet speaketh."

9. James 5:16 "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye
may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

10. 1 Pet. 3:12 "For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open
unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil."

11. 2 Pet. 2:8 "(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing,
vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)"



This imputed righteousness of the elect is associated with the color white in the
following verses:

1. Rev. 4:4 "And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the
seats | saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on
their heads crowns of gold."

2. Rev. 6:11 "And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said
unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also
and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled."

3. Rev. 7:9 "After this | beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;"

4. Rev. 7:13 "And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?"

5. Rev. 7:14 "And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are
they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb."

6. Rev 19:8 "And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."

7. Rev 19:14 "And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean."”

That the elect do nothing to make themselves righteous is proven by the following
Verses:

1. Is. 64:6 "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us
away."

2. Rom. 3:10 "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:"

3. Gal. 2:21 "I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law,
then Christ is dead in vain."

4. Gal. 3:21 "Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had
been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been
by the law."

5. Phil. 3:9 "And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by
faith:"

6. Titus 3:5 "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;"



Next, we see several verses that teach us that the elect are made righteous by the
atoning work and blood of Christ:

1. (Rom. 3:21 "But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no
difference:"

2. Rom. 5:18 "Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men
unto justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous."

3.2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him."

4. Gal. 2:21 "1 do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law,
then Christ is dead in vain."

5. Eph. 4:24 " And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness."

6. Phil. 3:9 "And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by
faith:"

7. Heb. 1:3 "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

8. Heb. 10:14 "For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified."”

Thus, we are made righteous through the atoning sacrifice of Christ and we stand
before a just and holy God with the imputed righteousness of Christ. This is in perfect
harmony with the question in Rom. 8:33 "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us."



