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Gold - The King's City

Rev. 21:18 "And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was
pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were
garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the
second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20 The fifth,
sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21
And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the
street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass."

"And the building of the wall of it was of jasper.” As we previously noted in
verse 11, the jasper stone speaks to us of God's eternal justice. Those who make up
the wall of the city (God's elect) have been eternally judged by the sacrificial
atonement of Jesus Christ (our High Priest) at the cross and according to God's eternal
covenant of redemption as set forth in Rom. 8:29, 30. Now there is no charge that can
be made to God's elect for it is God that justifieth. The wall of the city is made up of
redeemed people who have been made pure by the blood of Christ.

The city was "pure gold." This is the King's city. King Jesus reigns in this
city and his government is in this city and the occupants are his subjects. They are to
carry out the precepts of the King.

"And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of
precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a
chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the
seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the
eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.” If there is a significance to each of the
different types of stones that the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished
with | have not yet discovered it. However, we can take note that each of the stones
was precious and each was unique from the other. We know there were twelve
foundations of the wall of the city and we were previously informed that the names of
the twelve apostles were inscribed in those twelve foundations. We also know that
the church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being
the chief corner stone.

Each of the stones was precious. What made the apostles precious and what
makes God's people precious is not what is found naturally in our flesh as Paul stated,



"I know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." What made the
apostles precious and what makes us precious is that Christ has redeemed us and has
imputed his righteousness unto us. According to 2 Cor. 5:21, "For he hath made him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him." This imputed righteousness gives the great value to each of the elect, who are
called stones (1 Pet. 2:5).

While all the stones are precious, yet each is unique. We are all different or
unique. We are not clones of one another. According to 1 Cor. 15:41 "There is one
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one
star differeth from another star in glory.” God's people are compared to stars. The
Lord has told us that one star differs from another star in glory. We are unique in our
personality, looks, and character here on earth. We are unique in our personality and
character in the church. We will also be unique in our looks, personality and character
in glory.

"And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one
pearl." The Lord spoke a parable in Matt. 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it." The kingdom of
heaven is that one pearl of great price. Each local church of the Lord Jesus Christ
bears the substance of that one pearl of great price. Each one preaches the same
gospel, has the same order and government that her head has given her, and worships
in the same way as the Lord has prescribed.

"And the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass." The
street is a place of concourse. Gold is the metal of kings. We are to walk by faith and
not by sight. The scriptures speak of a King's highway:

1. Num. 20:17 Let us pass, | pray thee, through thy country: we will
not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will we drink of the
water of the wells: we will go by the king's high way, we will not turn to the right
hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy borders. 18 And Edom said unto him,
Thou shalt not pass by me, lest | come out against thee with the sword. 19 And the
children of Israel said unto him, We will go by the high way: and if | and my cattle
drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will only, without doing any thing else, go
through on my feet."”

2. Num. 21:22 "Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the
fields, or into the vineyards; we will not drink of the waters of the well: but we will go
along by the king's high way, until we be past thy borders."



3. Deu. 2:27 "Let me pass through thy land: I will go along by the high
way, | will neither turn unto the right hand nor to the left. 28 Thou shalt sell me meat
for money, that | may eat; and give me water for money, that I may drink: only I will
pass through on my feet."

4. Is. 35:8 "And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be
called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those:
the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 9 No lion shall be there, nor
any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed
shall walk there: 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."

From the above we gather that this King's highway belongs to a King. Also
according to Rev. 1:6 the Lord's people have been made Kings and Priests unto
God. Thus the travelers upon this highway or street are themselves kings. They are
traveling the highway of holiness in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

While our travel in this life is not always what it should be, yet the Way that
the Lord has set before us is pure gold. The way is a perfect way, and we should
"press towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."



