
Elder Vernon Johnson 

Colors 

Black - The Law Manifests the Judgment of Sin 

 
When God delivered the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage and led them 
into the wilderness he gave them the covenant of the law at Mt. Sinai: 
1. Deu. 4:11 "And ye came near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain 
burned with fire unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick 
darkness. 12 And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard 
the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice. 13 And he 
declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten 
commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone." 
2. Deu. 5:22 "These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount 
out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great 
voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and 
delivered them unto me. 23 And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of 
the midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came 
near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders;" 
 
Paul describes the scene in Hebrews thusly: Heb. 12:18 "For ye are not come unto 
the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, 
and darkness, and tempest, 19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of 
words; which voice they that heard entreated that the word should not be spoken 
to them any more: 20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, 
And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust 
through with a dart: 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I 
exceedingly fear and quake:)" 
We know that is a strong association between the color black, darkness and the 
subject of sin. The law brings sin to light and shows God has judged mankind to be 
guilty of sin. This principle is clearly set forth in the following verses: 
 
1. Rom. 3:19 "Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall 
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin." 
2. Gal. 3:10 "For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it 



is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them. 11 But that no man is justified by the law in the 
sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith." 
 
Thus, the law manifest all men are sinners and under the judgment of God 
because of sin. Therefore, we see the great need of Christ's atonement for sin on 
behalf of the elect of God. 


