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Duties of the Ministry Part 4  Edifying of the Church

The word, edify, means to build up. To edify the church is to build up the church. The
gospel ministry is through preaching, teaching, and example is to build up the church
and each member of the church. The following scriptures teach us this work of the
ministry and its importance:

1. Eph. 4:11 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ:”

2.1 Cor. 3:9 “For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are
God's building. 10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise
masterbuilder, | have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every
man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 For other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire
shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned, he
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

3.1 Pet. 2:5 “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”

4. Eph. 2:19 “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple
in the Lord”: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.

5.1 Cor. 14:3 “But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and
exhortation, and comfort. 4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself;
but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. 5 | would that ye all spake with tongues,



but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh
with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.”

The gospel minister needs to preach and teach so as to not only built up each member,
but also to build up the members together so that the whole church is being built up as
a witness and example unto the community around them.



