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Animals 

Duties of the Ministry Part 1    Feed the Sheep 

The Lord’s people are often referred to in the scriptures as sheep. One of the chief 

responsibilities of the gospel ministry is to feed the Lord’s people with spiritual food. 

The following passages teach us the importance of this responsibility: 

1. John 21:15 “So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 

Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 

that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He saith to him again the 

second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 

knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the 

third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said 

unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest 

all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.” 

2. Acts 20:28 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 

which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he 

hath purchased with his own blood.” 

3. 1 Pet. 5:1 “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 

revealed: 2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, 

not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3 Neither as 

being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.” 

The Lord illustrated the manner in which his people were to be fed in a miracle that is 

recorded for us in all four gospels. Here is the miracle recorded for us in the book of 

Matthew: Matt. 14:15 “And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, 

This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude away, that they 

may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. 16 But Jesus said unto them, 

They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 17 And they say unto him, We have here 

but five loaves, and two fishes. 18 He said, Bring them hither to me. 19 And he 

commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the 

two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his 

disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 20 And they did all eat, and were filled: 

and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. 21 And they that 

had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.” 



Notice that the Lord blessed and brake the fishes and bread and gave to the disciples 

who in turn distributed to the multitude who were gathered in companies. Similarly, 

the Lord blesses and breaks his word to his gospel ministers, who then preach his 

word to the people who are gathered in the companies of the churches. 

 


