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Introduction

This small booklet is Brother Tom Hagler's most
recent writing. Ever since | have known Brother
Tom, he has had a great desire to share the joy,
comfort and peace of the scriptures with anyone
who has the love of God in their heart. He has often
stated how he would love to be able to write it in
such a way that all of his friends and all of God’s
children could see the simple beauty of the
scriptures, and the joy of knowing God’s salvation of
his children.

This work endeavors to get to the essence of one of
the main doctrinal differences between those who
believe God is completely sovereign in the “new
birth”, and those who believe there is something the
poor sinner must or can do to be born again. Most,
if not all, Primitive Baptists have maintained that
God is the One who born His children again, without
the aid of any man or means of men. Many of
God’s sincere born again children from other
religious beliefs, hold to the position that it is
something they did, or must do to be born again and
thus save themselves or others. There is the
dilemma, is it of God? Or is there something we
must do to be born again?

It is this question “How is one born again?” that this
book will focus your attention and hopefully answer
for you. Itis my prayer that as you read it and
check it against the word of God, that the Lord
would bless you as the apostle Paul prayed for the
church at Ephesus “That the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
him: The eyes of your understanding being



enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints,” Ephesians 1:17-18

Elder Dwayne Hooven
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Dedicated to...

...my friends who are open to consider in more detail how
God, without help from any person, is able to give eternal
salvation to His children. This booklet will examine more
closely what a number of Bible verses actually state, and
then compare Scripture with Scripture.

If one finds this doctrine comforting to the soul, and feels it
honors God and unlocks the meaning of so many things in
the Bible that were once a mystery, it is my suggestion that
this person visit a Primitive Baptist Church...come and
see, as Philip told Nathanael:

* John 1:45-46 “Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith
unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in
the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael said
unto him, Can there any good thing come out of
Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.”




Foreword

This booklet will examine briefly how one is born again. A
widely held view by many from different denominations is
that if you would only accept Christ as your personal
saviour, and invite Him into your heart, then you will be
born again. | am not aware of any Bible verse that supports
that view. Several Bible verses are mistakenly offered as
proof for this opinion. This booklet will attempt to
demonstrate how these particular verses mean something
completely different, thereby rejecting this assertion.

The first chapter entitled “Spiritual life by regeneration” will
give clear Scriptural proof of how a person is actually born
again. Also in this chapter, we will consider the meaning of
John 1:12 and Romans 10:9 that are often misunderstood.

The second chapter is entitled “Belief...the cause or the
effect?” It offers conclusive proof that one’s belief in Christ
as the Son of God is the effect or evidence one is already
born again. Four proof texts, 1 John 5:1, John 5:24, John
6:47, and Acts 13:48, will be presented to support this
view. Since it is impossible for something to be both the
cause and the effect, three important Bible verses
mistakenly used to prove belief in Christ is the cause of
regeneration will be examined. These verses are Romans
1:16, 1 Corinthians 1:21 and John 3:16. These three Bible
verses will be explained in context, and in the exact
grammar as written, thereby explaining their actual
meaning.

The third chapter entitled “More than one salvation taught
in the Bible,” demonstrates the Bible does not always use
the word salvation just to mean eternal salvation. There
are other meanings that are obvious once you consider the
context, grammar, and other proven Scriptural principles.
No Scripture will ever contradict any other Scripture.



The fourth chapter entitled “What the gospel is not,”
considers Bible verses mistakenly used to teach
regeneration by gospel preaching, such as James 1:18,

1 Peter 1:23, 25, Hebrews 4:12, and 1 Corinthians 4:15.
Each of these Bible verses will be explained considering
context, grammar, and other Scripture, in order to reject
this false understanding. It is then necessary to explain
what these verses actually teach. We will see there is
absolutely nothing a person can do to be born again....God
is completely sovereign in eternal salvation. No human can
help or hinder God in this action. We will then briefly cover
the important purpose of the gospel preserved by God for
our benefit during this lifetime.

The fifth chapter is entitled “What is the point of it all?” If
one understands they can do nothing to inherit eternal life,
they may ask that question. Why should one obey the
Lord’s commandments? Why not eat, drink, and be merry,
for tomorrow we die? They may even think God is
unrighteous by not allowing man to do something so that
he can obtain eternal salvation! Hopefully these questions
are answered to the reader’s satisfaction. More on the
purpose of the gospel will be given.

The sixth chapter entitled “Those who are unregenerate,”
deals with the condition and nature of a person not born
again. Since a person may feel sorry for the unregenerate,
it might be helpful if one understood the attitude and nature
of an unregenerate. It is also important to understand more
about the unregenerate in order to fully appreciate what
the Lord has done for His elect children.

Since | do not expect everyone will agree with the meaning
assigned to every verse quoted, | invite readers to give me
an explanation as to their interpretation. | need and want
constructive criticism. Please send any comments to Tom
Hagler, 5 Somerset Court, Augusta, GA 30909.



For one final thought, Acts 17:2 states, “And Paul, as his
manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days
reasoned with them out of the scriptures.” Let’s follow this
example, and reason together from Scripture.

Tom Hagler
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Spiritual life by regeneration

A common belief among many Bible believers is that if
one would only accept Christ as their personal saviour,
they will be born again. | do not believe there is even one
Bible verse to support that opinion. However, Scripture
does support how God makes a great number of
individuals acceptable to Him. Consider the following:

* Ephesians 1:4-6 “According as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him in
love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory
of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in
the beloved.”

Only Jesus gives spiritual life, and He limits spiritual life to
only those the Father gave Him to save. Jesus made this
point very clear as He prayed just before His crucifixion.

* John 17:1-3 “These words spake Jesus, and lifted
up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify
thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou
hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

As many as means not one more and not one less. Jesus
has power over all flesh, so He could save everyone.
However, this verse says Jesus limits eternal salvation to
those the Father gave Him to save. This happens to be a
very large number, as given in Revelation 5:9 and 7:9.
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Those Jesus saves include those who die as infants (it is
the position of the writer that the non-elect do not die
young...see more on this below), or those elect who have
a mental deficiency, or the elect who live in a remote
place and never hear the gospel preached. It also
includes those of the elect of God who hear the gospel
preached, but reject it for one reason or another.

One example of a child of God turning down the
opportunity to follow Christ as a disciple would be found in
the story of the rich young ruler, Mark 10:17-27. This
account opens with this young man asking Jesus, “Good
Master, what shall | do that | may inherit eternal life?” We
know this young man already possesses eternal life
because in Mark 10:21, “Then Jesus beholding him loved
him...” Jesus knows His children, so if He ever loves a
person, this love began from before the foundation of the
world, and it will last until the end of time on into heaven.
This man had youth, power, and riches; however,
because of the deceitfulness of his great wealth, he would
not take up his cross and follow Christ as a disciple into
the Lord’s church. The Lord’s church offers the child of
God a wonderful salvation during this lifetime...something
the rich young ruler never experienced as far as Scripture
reveals...yet he is now in heaven.

Regarding my opinion that the non-elect do not die young,
as noted above, this position was arrived at based on
Scriptural evidence. In every case | know of, the
unregenerate do not die young. The wicked are described
in Job 21:7-15, “They spend their days in wealth, and in a
moment go down to the grave.” In the example of the rich
man and Lararus, Luke 16:19-31 (quoted on pages 63
and 64)...the rich man lived a full life. Next, the final
judgment was explained in Revelation 20:12-15. Verse 12
2
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describes the unregenerate by stating, “the dead were
Jjudged out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works.” A dead fetus would have
no works. Also, Romans 9:22 states, “What if God, willing
to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured
with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction;” This verse eliminates the possibility of any
non-elect infant deaths. Finally, when David lost his son
by Bathsheba, notice 2 Samuel 12:23, “But now he is
dead, wherefore should | fast? can | bring him back
again? | shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.”
David had no doubt that he would go to his child in
heaven after his death. He did not worry that his dead
child may not be in heaven. There is no Scripture to my
knowledge that supports the position of non-elect infant
deaths. We know that a dead fetus is guilty of sin
according to Psalms 51:5, “Behold, | was shapen in
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” However,
| believe non-elect infants live long enough so their evil
carnal nature produces works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-
21) to such a degree that much will be “written in the
books” to be judged by God at the final judgement.

How a person is born again

First, we need to see how one is born again. Jesus says it
is by His voice through the Spirit of God, as follows:

* John 5:25 “Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall
live.”

This is not the second coming of Christ because that is

mentioned three verses later in John 5:28-29, “Marvel not

at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in

the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they
3
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that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation.” The next two verses are similar to John 5:25
as they declare that regeneration is from the voice of
Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit...by the Seed of God,
which is Christ, as follows:

* Jesus says in John 6:63, “It is the spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words
that | speak unto you, [they] are spirit, and [they]
are life.”

* 1 Peter 1:23 “Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.”

One is born again by Jesus Christ, the living Word of God
(John 1:1-4, 14), and Jesus Christ is referred to as the
incorruptible Seed of God in the following two verses:
Galatians 3:16, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”, and
Galatians 3:19, “Wherefore then [serveth] the law? It was
added because of transgressions, till the seed should
come to whom the promise was made; [and it was]
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.” Man’s
seed generates physical life, and the Seed of God,
Jesus Christ, regenerates an elect of God to spiritual
life for eternal salvation.

God quickens His children to life, and the dead surely can
do nothing to help God in the resurrection from death.

* Ephesians 2:1 “And you [hath he quickened], who
were dead in trespasses and sins;”

The process of a person obtaining this spiritual life from
God takes place in an instant of time sometime between

4
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conception and death, and is described as being
translated by the following Bible verse:

* Colossians 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the
power of darkness, and hath translated [us] into the
kingdom of his dear Son:”

Being born again is described in the Bible as given above
by several different expressions. We have been born
again, regenerated, quickened (resurrected), or
translated. In this miraculous event that yields eternal
salvation, God is always active and the person dead in
trespasses and in sins (Ephesians 2:1) is always passive.
It is Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit, alone and
unaided, that gives (not offers) eternal life to the elect of
God. The sinner (as well as any other human), is not
involved...they cannot help or hinder this action by God.

In the following Bible verses, notice that God is sovereign
in giving eternal salvation. There is no place for humans to
make any contribution at all:

* 2 Timothy 1:9 “Who hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began.”

* Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost,”

* Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
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gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast.”

* Matthew 1:21 “And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save
his people from their sins.” This verse does not say
Jesus will try to save His people if they will only
cooperate. It just says He shall save His people
from their sins.

Clearly, the above Bible verses show that God is
sovereign in our eternal salvation, and man contributes
nothing to the process. Still, some people have tried to
use a few Bible verses to show that man does participate
in this great work.

John 1:12-13

One Bible verse commonly used to support the notion that
one “accepts Christ” is as follows:

* John 1:12 “But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, [even]
to them that believe on his name:”

Notice the grammar in which it states “as many as
received him.” It does not mean as many as will receive
Him, but rather, as many as have already received Him.
Also, a believer is already born again. Even so, the
answer is found in the very next verse:

e John 1:13 “Which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.”

Only God’s will accomplishes one’s spiritual birth or
regeneration. We know from John 3:3 that Jesus told

6
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Nicodemus, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus did not know what Jesus
meant, as noted in John 3:4. A few verses later, Jesus
explains to Nicodemus how regeneration occurs.

e John 3:8 “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit.”

A person cannot control where or when the wind will blow,
or, where or when the Spirit of God will give spiritual life.
Therefore, spiritual life cannot come from preaching the
gospel or baptism, since we can control the time and
place for both.

Romans 10:9

This is another Bible verse many refer to in order to make
the point that the lost sinner must reach out to Christ and
accept Him as Saviour, before Christ will grant eternal
salvation. Consider this verse:

* Romans 10:9 “That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved.”

The 9™ chapter of Romans deals with God’s sovereignty
in eternal salvation and the 10" chapter of Romans with a
child of God’s duty towards God in this lifetime. Romans
10:2 states “...they have a zeal of God, but not according
to knowledge.” Only God’s born again people have “a zeal
of God.” The unregenerate carnal mind hates God, as
stated in Roman 8:7, “Because the carnal mind [is] enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be.” As for Romans 10:9, confessing Christ as
our saviour, acknowledging what He did for us, is not the
same as accepting Christ. This has to do with gospel

7
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conversion unto discipleship in the Lord’s church.
Discipleship offers a wonderful salvation the child of God
can enjoy in this lifetime in fellowship with Christ and His
people. It is something only a born again person would
desire.

Conclusion

Hopefully the Bible verses presented clarify that spiritual
life gained from regeneration is something only God can
give to the elect of God, and no human plays any part at
all in assisting God. Regeneration is by the will of God,
and not the will of man, as John 1:13 makes very clear. In
other words, the notion that one must accept Christ as
personal Saviour and invite Him into their heart in order to
be born again is false.

Romans 10:9 points out a person that hears the gospel
preached (only God’s children can hear: John 8:47, “He
that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear
them not, because ye are not of God.”), should confess
Christ (Romans 10:9), and by way of baptism, follow
Christ into the Lord’s church (Mark 16:16). For a person to
have the desire to seek and to obey God, this person
would have to be already born again. This principle will be
explained in more detail in the next chapter entitled,
“Belief...the cause or the effect?”

Understanding that we can do nothing to obtain eternal
life, we may ask, what is the point of it all? Why should |
obey the Lord’s commandments? Why not eat, drink, and
be merry, for tomorrow we die? They may even question if
God is unrighteous by not allowing man to act in some
way so as to obtain eternal life! The answers to these
questions are considered begining on page 48.

8
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Belief...the cause or the effect?

Some years ago, Elder Sonny Pyles (Graham, Texas)
preached a sermon entitled Three Essential Facts. The
first essential fact was “cause and effect.” The second
essential fact was that more than one type salvation is
mentioned in the Bible...that is the subject of our next
chapter. Elder Pyles mentioned that if we are blessed to
understand only one or two of these concepts, then we
will be a long way down the road to understanding what
Jesus has done for us.

Belief is the effect of eternal life

The principle of cause and effect applies to belief in
Christ. The question to be answered is, “does our belief in
Jesus Christ as the Son of God obtain eternal life for us,
or does our belief in Christ give evidence we are already
eternally saved?” Is belief in Christ the cause, oris it the
effect (or evidence) we are eternally saved? This chapter
will show that the Bible clearly teaches our belief that
Jesus is the Christ, the eternal Son of God, is evidence
that we are already a child of God.

Belief in Christ cannot be both the cause as well as the
effect of eternal life. It is impossible for it to be both; it
must be either one or the other. For real world examples
of cause and effect, consider a person that has high fever.
A medical doctor would say the fever is an effect or
evidence of some sickness. The doctor would then look
for the cause of this problem. The doctor would never
consider the fever to be the cause of the sickness. It is
impossible for something to be both the cause as well as
the effect of an occurrence.
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Let’s consider another real world example. Imagine that
an electric lamp does not work. The fact that the lamp
does not work is the symptom, evidence, or effect that
points you back to the cause of the problem. The cause
may be a burned out light bulb, faulty wiring, unplugged
cord, a popped circuit breaker, etc. You could not say that
the lack of light is the cause of the problem. The absence
of light when the lamp is turned on is the effect.

We should take the time now to prove with Bible verses
that the Scriptural position is that our belief in Jesus Christ
is clearly the effect or evidence of eternal life. Our belief
cannot possibly be both the cause (a condition that one
must meet) as well as the effect or evidence. Consider the
following:

* 1 John 5:1 “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the
Christ is born of God:” A person who believes that
Jesus is the Christ is already born of God.

* John 5:24 “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.”
Not “will have” eternal life, but “hath,” or “already
has” eternal life.

» John 6:47 “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
believeth on me hath everlasting life.” Again the
same grammar...not will have, but “hath,” meaning
already has eternal life.

* Acts 13:48 “And when the Gentiles heard this, they
were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and
as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.”

10
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Those who were_previously ordained were the ones
that believed. Belief is evidence of eternal life, not
the cause.

Ouir faith is listed as one of the nine evidences we are
indwelled by the Spirit of God. Notice the “fruit of the
Spirit” given in the following verses:

* Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
Joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is
no law.”

The fruit of an apple tree is an apple. First the apple tree
must exist, and then later the tree produces the apple as
fruit. In the same way, a person must first be born of the
Spirit in order to have the Spirit of God dwelling within
him. 1 Corinthians 3:16, “Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you?” The person is then able to produce the fruits of the
Spirit of God. An unregenerate person cannot exercise
faith which he does not have by believing that Jesus is the
Christ. After he has been born of the Spirit of God, and
has the Spirit of God dwelling within him, the person will
have faith, the seventh item listed as “fruit of the Spirit”.

Some argue that all people have a little faith. However,
the Bible clearly states all people do not have faith. The
Bible verse which says exactly that is as follows:

* 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 “Finally, brethren, pray for
us, that the word of the Lord may have free course,
and be glorified, even as it is with you: And that we
may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked
men: for all men have not faith.”

11
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For this reason, the gospel is delivered by a child of God
who has faith to other of God’s children who also have
faith. The gospel cannot be delivered from those who
have faith to those who are without faith. Notice what is
stated by Romans 1:17 “For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to faith:” In others words, the
gospel is the power of God only to regenerate children of
God who have faith. 1 Corinthians 1:18 also says exactly
that, as follows: “For the preaching of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is
the power of God.” Not will be saved, but to those who are
already saved, preaching is the power of God.

Finally, the theory that a person must believe in Jesus
Christ as the Son of God in order to obtain eternal life has
a problem because of what Jesus said in the Gospel of
John:

* John 10:25-30 “Jesus answered them, | told you,
and ye believed not: the works that | do in my
Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye
believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as |
said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and | know
them, and they follow me: And | give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave [them] me, is greater than all;
and no [man] is able to pluck [them] out of my
Father's hand. | and [my] Father are one.”

* John 8:46-47 “Which of you convinceth me of sin?
And if | say the truth, why do ye not believe me? He
that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore
hear them not, because ye are not of God.”

12
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Jesus clearly states to His audience that they cannot hear
or believe because they are not God’s children. Their
eternal salvation does not depend on their decision to
accept Christ. The problem is they have no spiritual life.

Those people above addressed by Jesus do not have the
ability to understand spiritual matters. This principle is also
proven by the following verse:

* 1 Corinthians 2:14 “But the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.” (a natural
man is unregenerate)

Next, we should consider Bible verses mistakenly used to
prove that if we will only believe, then we will have
everlasting life.

Romans 1:16

We will now consider a Bible verse in which the principles
of cause and effect have not been properly understood.
As shown above by very clear Bible verses, only a child of
God who is already born again can believe in Christ.
Notice this Bible verse that is too often misunderstood:

* Romans 1:16 “For | am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek.

The statement “fo every one that believeth,” means to
everyone that now believes, not to everyone that will
believe. Since a believer is already a child of God, the
statement could be changed to read “to everyone that is a
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child of God.” The gospel of Christ is the power of God
only to those who are already eternally saved. Another
Bible verse that says exactly that is as follows:
* 1 Corinthians 1:18 “For the preaching of the cross
is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us
which are saved it is the power of God.”

Notice that preaching of the cross, or, the gospel of Christ,
is only foolishness to those who are unregenerate;
however, it is the power of God to those who are already
born again. This verse takes the same position as
Romans 1:16, so Romans 1:16 could be quoted as
follows:

* | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God to everyone that is a child
of God, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

1 Corinthians 1:21

Notice again 1 Corinthians 1:18 as quoted above. Only
three verses later, we have another very interesting Bible
verse, as follows:

e 1 Corinthians 1:21 “For after that in the wisdom of
God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe.”

Since 1 John 5:1 states, “Whosoever believeth that Jesus
is the Christ is born of God.”, then preaching of the cross
saves them that are already saved eternally. Preaching
saves the saved. That principle is what Peter preached to
some born again Jews in Acts 2:38, 40: “Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of